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won the approval of the Australian statesman, William
Charles Wentworth. In order to be sure of his ground,
Lord Grey referred the subject of the future of Australian
government to the Committee of the Privy Council on
Trade and Plantations, revived for the nonce, whose report,
drafted by Sir James Stephen, after recommending the
separation of Victoria from New South Wales, urged the
necessity of a uniform tariff. Such a tariff should at first
be set on foot by the Imperial Parliament; but any altera-
tions it might require would necessitate the assistance of
some authority, competent to act for the Australian
Colonies jointly. For this purpose there should be a
Governor-General of Australia, who should convene a
General Assembly of Australia.
It was suggested that the General Assembly should
consist of the Governor-General and of a single House, to
be called the House of Delegates. The House of Delegates
should be composed of not less than twenty, nor of more
than thirty members. They should be elected by the
legislatures of the different Australian Colonies.
Whilst certain subjects, the most important of which
were the imposition of a uniform tariff and the establish-
ment of a General Supreme Court, were expressly allotted
to this Assembly, it was proposed that it should exercise
more general powers of legislation if so desired by the
Legislatures of all the Colonies represented in it. Such
revenue as the General Assembly might require was to
be obtained by the appropriation of such sums as might
be necessary, by an equal percentage from the revenue
received in all the Australian Colonies by virtue of any
enactments of the General Assembly of Australia.
It is noteworthy as illustrating the temper of the time
that among the subjects referred to this General Assembly
no mention is made of military defence.
Unfortunately for the dispassionate discussion of such
proposals the air in Australia was thick with the smoke of